Acitretin and etretinate. How and when they should be used.
Nearly two decades after the advent of synthetic retinoids for the treatment of many severe and incapacitating dermatologic conditions, the usefulness of these drugs is not universally accepted. The safety profile is well established. Other than teratogenicity, which can be avoided if the recommended precautions for use are followed, serious or unexpected adverse reactions rarely occur. This article concisely addresses some questions about etretinate and acitretin therapy that are most pertinent for the dermatologist.